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Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Latvia
February 8 - 10 2010
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Forest Ownership Structure
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Functional Set-up of the Forest Sector 

Governance
Forest Advisory Board 

Advisory

Ministry of 
Agriculture 

MINISTER

State Forest 
Service (SFS)

Stock Company ‘’Latvijas 
valsts me�i’’ (LVM)

Developing Forest Policy (FP) and 
drafting the legislative regulatory 
acts to ensure FP implementation

Supervision and support
Management of state owned forests

Ministry of Agriculture is the 
shareholder 
of the LVM
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Law on Forests

• The goal - to provide guarantees for the implementation of the 
basic principles of sustainable forest management in Latvia. 

• The object – forest and forestland.
• The subjects – forest owners, legal possessors, and other 

persons concerned with the wood products and forest 
environment.

• The subjects covered by Law – the rights of being in forest, tree 
felling, utilising of non-timber values, forest reproductive 
material, forest regeneration and forest establishment, forest 
protection, information, environment protection, issuing felling
confirmations, forests land transformation.

• On the bases of the Law 12 regulations have been adopted 
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Permition from SFS
Final felling shall be 

permitted if
• After forest inventory
• a forest stand has 

reached the  final 
felling age or diameter;

prohibited if
• not regenerated at 

least to the extent of 
80 per cent of the total 
area need to be 
regenerated 

~10-12 milj m3
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It is an obligation of a 
forest owner -

• to regenerate a forest 
stand not later than 
within three till ten 
years after the 
performance of felling
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Laws Related to the Conservation and 

Protection of Nature and Biological 
Diversity

• Species and Habitat 
Protection Law

• Law on Protection Belts
• Law on Specially 

Protected Nature 
Territories
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nacion� lais att�st�bas pl� ns
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• Stock Company ‘’Latvijas valsts me�i’’ (LVM)
– enterprise Corporative strategy 
– 8 regional Forest management plans
– tactic planning for every day work 

• Private forest holding
– Forest management plan - not obligatory
– EU support – SFS approved plan for activity

• Nature protection territories – regulation for 
protection include requirements for plans
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