
Ministry for Infrastructure and Agriculture
Division Woodlands and Forestry

FUTUREforest                           
Clermont-Ferrand                  

10.02.2010                                                      

1

The forest planning process and 
instruments in Brandenburg

Karin Müller
Ministry for Infrastructure and Agriculture the Fed eral State of Brandenburg
Department Agriculture and Forestry
Division Woodlands and Forestry



Ministry for Infrastructure and Agriculture
Division Woodlands and Forestry

FUTUREforest                           
Clermont-Ferrand                  

10.02.2010                                                      

2

Spatial and temporal planning in forestry

Planning levels:
1. Framework for Forest planning – long ranged and 

higher ranked sectoral planning

2. Forest inventory – intermediate-term (10 Years) 
Planning for economical use of forests 

3. Annual business plan (companies-plan)
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1. Framework for forestry planning

… a forestry instrument which serves to document 
detailed forestry objectives, which are noted in th e 
Federal state forest law and in the Forest programm e
of Brandenburg, area-wide and independent of 
ownership to display in a digital or a hardcopy for m. 
… is the instrument, to involve forest policy objec tives 
like safeguarding of forest functions (protected ar eas 
by the forest law,  recreational areas …) into the 
regional plans, who are generally binding
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Brandenburg’s Forest programme (2007)

• contains necessary measures of the federal 
government to create the future forest policy

• considers the growing demands of the society on 
woodlands and the needs of forest owners

• strengthens the cooperation between administration 
and forest owners

• informs about the manifold forest interests
• refers to forest planning
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Lawful background:

• Forest Law of the Federal State of Brandenburg (20. 
April 2004 (last change 2009)

• § 7 - committed to formulate forest framework plans
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Responsibility for forest framework planning:

The forest administration, 
especially the state forest agency on behalf of the  
Ministry for Infrastructure and Agriculture, 
Division Woodlands and Forestry.
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Importance of the forest framework planning:

• Serves to organise and improve the structure of  
forests (share of forest-area, increase of forest a rea, 
forest fragmentation …)

• independent from specific ownership (overarching)
• detailed forest themes (forest development planning )
• composed of inventory, analysis and planning
• considers the interests of the federal state 

development planning
• considers spatial characteristics (forest functions , 

habitat/location, composition of the tree species, 
structure of the stands, land use …)
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Course of action:

• since 1993
• area wide; comprehensive (scale 1: 300.000)
• oriented on topics and requirements (modular 

conception ��� � objective detailed operational plans) 
• no concluding planning document  
• Inventory and accordingly planning statements

(among others on structure of ownership, forest 
functions, multi-functionality, forest deviation/sh are of 
forests, edge of the forests, potential for alterat ion of 
mono-structured forests and main focus, areas for 
wind energy plants … )
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Levels for display of results

• Federal State, Region
• Forestry structure entities (entities in the state forest 

agency …)
• county
• or other defined areas (like big protected areas)
Problem:
• Smallest evaluated entity is usually a forestry dis trict 

(round about 25 ha – not owner-wise) ��� � with respect 
to grant applications it is necessary to describe i t 
owner-wise
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Degree of compulsion:

• mandatory for state forest administration
��� � Background for representations of the 
administrations as a public authority 
��� � Background for forest management plan in the 
state owned forests
(10-tenial inventory planning  …)

• Not mandatory for private forest owners

��� � It is not an instrument for accounting or control.



Ministry for Infrastructure and Agriculture
Division Woodlands and Forestry

FUTUREforest                           
Clermont-Ferrand                  

10.02.2010                                                      

12

Forest management planning

• Comprising of inventory and planning part
• Inventory is based on control samples and partly on  

full-area data collecting
• medium term planning to manage (economical, 

ecological) the forest stands
• scale 1:10.000 
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Forest management planning in state owned forests:

• binding for the state forest agency
• based on the forest framework planning
• based on defined principles for an ideal management  

of state owned forests
• considers environmental, soil protection related 

aspects (Natura 2000 – management plans, PEFC / 
FSC …)

• is a medium term check and control instrument for 
the state owned forest 
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Forest management planning in private and 
municipal owned forests:

• No obligation for execution

��� � It is not a check and control instrument of the sta te 
administration for private and municipal Forests
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Conclusion:

• Forestry framework planning is an instrument, to displ ay 
possibilities for a sustainable forest development un der climate
change on the level of the federal state and for regi onal risk 
areas. 
It is suitable to clarify the silvicultural treatment needs towards 
the politicians and the taxpayers to prove the need f or long 
term financial support for silvicultural measures.

• The implementation and the medium term control of fore stry 
development with the instrument „forest management 
planning“ is only possible in the state owned fores ts. 

• The inclusion of private forest owners for the moment is only 
possible on a voluntary basis making use of obligat ions in the 
grant schemes.
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