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Delegates at the FUTUREforest conference in Barcelona 
 

What a year of discovery…. 
 
It’s almost 12 months since the launch conference of FUTUREforest Berlin. 
And a lot has happened since then! 
 
From the dry hills of Bulgaria and Catalonia to the wet and sometimes windy 
forests of Wales and Latvia the FUTUREforest team has seen most of the 
challenges climate change presents. 
 
‘Seeing is believing’ was the title of the first phase of this new INTERREG IVc 
project which aims to identify and share all the best practices across Europe 
to help trees and forests adapt to climate change – and provide opportunities 
to lock away more carbon. 
 
Already much has been learned from study visits to each of the regions –  
Auvergne, Brandenburg, Bulgaria, Catalonia, Latvia, Slovakia and Wales. 
 

 



 

                                                     

Common problems, novel solutions 
 
Despite the many differences in languages, climate and 
topography, partners have already begun working together 
to identify how new ideas taken from each other can help 
solve problems across the regions. 
 
Six meetings in six months has built a strong team of 
committed individuals who are working together well – 
valuable relationships have been formed and already 
useful joint projects have been started. 
 
The Auvergne and Brandenburg have been looking at 
French provenance pine that grows well in Brandenburg. 
Wales is very much interested in fire protection planning 
that Catalonia has developed. Latvia has started regional 
initiatives to discuss multi-function forestry, which looks 
beyond production purposes, with stakeholders. 
 
And now specialists in each of the project areas – 
biodiversity, soil protection, natural risks, timber production, 
carbon sequestration and water management have started 
to talk together about the way forward ahead of the crucial 
workshops to be held in, Auvergne, Latvia, Bulgaria and 
the next big conference in Wales at the end of 
2010.

 
FUTUREforest has come a long way since the original signing 
 of the contract in Berlin. 
 

Communication, communication, 
communication… 
 
We’re still working at it. Now that the regular study visits have 
been completed we all know and understand each other much 
better. Major funding cuts in the wake of the global credit crunch 
have put pressure on many of the regions. 
But now it is even more important than ever that these widely 
spread teams of people in the regions communicate regularly 
and effectively to maintain progress. 
“We have to make sure that that we talk as often as we can 
because the success of the project depends on it,” said project 
leader Georg Wagener Lohse.

 
 

Beautiful  
Barcelona 
More than 150 delegates joined  
together in Barcelona for the  
second FUTUREforest  
conference – looking back at  
the work that has been done,  
but more especially to the future 
and the real work of pulling  
together specialists from across  
the regions to thrash our real 
solutions and policy proposals 
during the ‘Developing together’ 
phase of the project.  

 
Talking to the 
policy makers 
Key to the success of FUTUREforest 
will be influencing policy makers and 
opinion formers – and that work has 
already begun. As well as meeting 
with the Catalonian parliament and 
the Welsh forestry minister, Ff project 
members have also met with EU 
Directorate General for Agriculture 
and Rural Development staff and the 
Standing Forestry Committee Climate 
Change and Forestry Group. It’s 
early days yet, but already there is a 
lot of interest in all the right places – 
and important people are looking to 
us for guidance. 
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Press 

An article in 
 
Test on the 06/12/2009 

 
 
 

Wales on 26-27 March.  
      

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 
Small woody debris dams in 
Wales are being trialled to 
see how they can hold water 
in the uplands  
 

 
The focus is very much on 
timber production in Latvia 
 

 

WALES STUDY VISIT – WATER MANAGEMENT 

Flood alert – new ways to reduce risks 
More than 400,000 homes and businesses across Wales are 
at risk from flooding and this figure is likely to increase with 
progressing climate change – the study visit to Abergavenny 
showed how trees and their woody debris provide an 
environmentally friendly mechanism that could help reduce 
that risk.  
Researchers in Wales are trialling innovative ways in which 
the nation’s forests can help prevent flooding, as well as 
locking away millions of tons of carbon dioxide. Floodplain 
woodland and small woody dams in upland streams are 
already proving effective at holding the water back – and 
potentially reduce the cost of flood control measures. Just 
one of the water management issues tackled during the 
Wales study visit. 
 
LATVIA STUDY VISIT – PRODUCTION 
 

Meeting the financial challenges – 
timber for Europe 
 
Latvia’s financial troubles brought about by the collapse of 
the global economy have lead to a massive increase in 
timber production. Regional teams saw how the mainly state 
controlled sector had brought forward felling schedules to 
keep incomes up and provide timber for the processing 
industries without neglecting sustainability.  
This quick politically driven action surprised other region’s 
production specialists – envious of the surplus production 
capacity in Latvia which allows flexibility not available 
elsewhere. 
Visitors were also shown the many other areas of research in 
the country – all of it focused on production – from the 
development of higher yield crops to aerial stock control. 
 
CATALONIA STUDY VISIT – natural risks 

Wildfire control measures 
Wildfires in Catalonia in 2004 forced the region’s forestry 
sector to think again about its fire control policy. In the past 
both fire services and the local population were put at risk as 
they chased the fires that developed.  

Now they are planning ahead, using computer modeling of 
wind directions coupled with detailed research into where and 
when fires have started over the last 20 years or so to help 
identify which areas of forest are at risk. Carefully identified 
fire breaks have been created, with 50 per cent of the mainly 
cork oak trees being felled and the undergrowth cleared to 
control the fires and allow them to blow themselves out.  
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‘Plastic’ forests in Brandenburg 

 
New forest on barren hills in Bulgaria 

 
‘Irregular’ forests in the Auvergne 

 
Changing climate in Slovakia 

BRANDENBURG STUDY VISIT  

Plastic forests hold key 
Plastic forestry is a new concept revealed to a team 
of Aberystwyth based researchers working on the 
FUTUREforest project whilst on a study visit to 
Brandenburg. Forest plasticity is defined as its 
flexibility, its ability to alter its structure under 
changing (climatic) conditions whilst still maintaining 
its function. German researchers are convinced that 
their new ‘plastic’ mixed woodlands can play a key 
part in groundwater restoration, carbon 
sequestration and improving habitat quality.  

BULGARIA STUDY VISIT – soil protection 

Soil erosion measures 
In south east Bulgaria’s Kardjali Forest Directorate 
millions of pounds have been invested in 
reforestation and civil engineering and reclamation 
programmes using special work creation schemes 
to prevent soil erosion and create new wooded 
hillsides. Years of under management have been 
turned round and special techniques developed to 
replant forests on open rock hillsides. 

AUVERGNE STUDY VISIT – biodiversity 

Biodiversity is the future 
Biodiversity and timber production can go hand in 
hand. Working with nature – rather than trying to 
control it – can help make the most of timber 
production. French foresters have begun to look at 
the viability of creating productive ‘irregular’ forests 
with conifer and broadleaf in mixed age stands, 
relying on natural regeneration to re-stock and 
harvesting individual trees for high value timber they 
believe these new forests will be profitable. 

SLOVAKIA STUDY VISIT – carbon sequestration 

Rainfall decrease 
Slovakian foresters are already facing climate 
change problems with their forests. Mainly a 
decrease in rainfall, its uneven distribution 
throughout the year - especially in the spring and 
growth of extreme events, especially storms. As a 
response there are preparations to enhance 
biodiversity and static stability of forest stands 
giving preference to trees with good environmental 
adaptability (oak, hornbeam, maple, larch). 
 
Guy Pargeter, FUTUREforest Communications 
Tel: 44 1790 832375 
e-mail: guy@taliesin-communications.co.uk 

 


